Abstract. Male red deer, Cervus elaphus, in Doñ ana National Park (Spain) defend mating territories at places that females visit during their foraging movements. To investigate whether females were attracted to males or to sites, territories were fenced so that the territorial males had to defend a new territory at a different site. In all cases, males attracted fewer females after they had moved. In control experiments, (1) unmanipulated territories did not lose females in the same way, (2) when the fence was removed, all males recovered some of the lost females, and (3) territorial males gained females when they were experimentally moved to better forage areas. Two kinds of territories were identified: those containing good swards and those at routes of female traffic. Contrary to predictions under the male-attraction hypothesis, the decrease in number of females after the experimental manipulation was greater the more females formerly used that territory. In those territories delimiting good swards, the quality of grass predicted both the number and the proportion of females lost after the male was moved from this site. The results demonstrate that territoriality of red deer in Doñ ana is a resource-defence system, where the success of a male largely depends on the location of his territory.
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As the sex with no parental care and higher reproductive potential (Trivers 1972; Emlen & Oring 1977; Clutton-Brock & Vincent 1991) , male ungulates usually compete among themselves for mates and are selected to choose mating strategies that enhance their chances of meeting receptive females (Gosling 1986) . Females, in turn, may select potential mates on the basis of food resources, safety from predators, avoidance of harassment, or male phenotypes (Clutton-Brock 1989) . When males defend mating territories, females can be attracted to them by the area itself, because it contains, for example, food, routes to feeding sites and shelter from predators (e.g. fallow deer, Dama dama: Apollonio et al. 1990 ), the males (e.g. fallow deer: Clutton-Brock et al. 1989), or some component of both (puku, Kobus vardoni, and topi, Damaliscus lunatus: Balmford et al. 1992) . Different mate-choice criteria are often confounded in field studies. In other cases, populations of the same species show different female preferences. For instance, site preferences are shown in territorial fallow deer at San Rossore, Italy (Apollonio et al. 1990 ) but not at Petworth, U.K. (Clutton-Brock et al. 1989) . This kind of result shows how important ecological conditions are in shaping female preferences even within a species.
Throughout most of the range of the species' distribution, rutting red deer, Cervus elaphus, stags defend and actively herd groups of females (harems; Clutton-Brock et al. 1982) . Although females usually move freely between harems (Clutton-Brock et al. 1982) , the role of female choice has classically been considered as negligible compared with male-male competition. However, evidence for both the defence of mating territories, even tiny highly clustered ones (Carranza et al. 1990; Carranza 1992) , and female mate choice (McComb 1991) has recently been found. The concentration of resources may produce areas worth defending not only at resource patches but also along routes, as has been shown experimentally in red deer (Carranza et al. 1995) . Moreover, the defence of tiny territories along routes might be considered as a lekking system as opposed to resource-defence (see e.g. Apollonio et al. 1990 for fallow deer; but see Carranza 1992). This opens an opportunity for female choice when males are settled at fixed places. 
